MAKE   THEE   MIGHTIER  YET

(3) During the height of the crisis about Czechoslovakia a
British Minister, Lord Winterton, that is to say, he is Chancellor
of the Duchy, and if you have any earthly meaning what duties
are described by that title I hope you will write and tell me,
made an ironic statement about Soviet Russia, suggesting that
she either did not offer or would not have given help to Czecho-
slovakia if that country had been attacked. Soviet Russia's treaty
obligation, which she had categorically stated that she would
fulfil, was to go to the aid of Czechoslovakia if France did so.

Now, it seems to me to be a matter of the most vital interest
for every Englishman, in such a crisis, to know what other Great
Powers would do. The Soviet Ambassador in London, M. Maisky,
immediately called on Lord Halifax to protest that Lord Winter-
ton's statement was in flat contradiction to the public and
official declaration made, a few days before it, by the Soviet
delegate to the League of Nations Assembly at Geneva. Lord
Halifax told M. Maisky that 'it was inevitable at a time of crisis
that many rumours should be in circulation and there was little
profit in recriminations'.

What on Mars does this mean? Soviet Russia made an official
statement of her intentions, Lord Winterton told the British
public something quite different. When the Soviet Ambassador
protested he was told, eWhy recriminate?'

What was the truth? That the British Government wanted its
public to believe that Russia was backing out too?

The dear old British public, however, still did not know the
facts. About six weeks afterwards a question was asked in the
House, to elicit them. The questioner was rebuked by Mr.
Chamberlain for 'trying to make trouble between two friendly
Governments'. Not Lord Winterton, but the questioner. Pressed,
Lord Winterton himself got up and said the Russian Ambassador
had been good enough to say that the incident was closed cand
he could not think it would be in the public interest to add or
subtract anything from the statement made by the Prime
Minister',

So now you know what the public interest is -- to know nothing,
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